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Aloha,

Every day, hundreds of children in
Maui county need help through no fault of
their own. At the Friends of the Children's
Justice Center, our mission is to help.

That help comes in many different
forms. "Help" is extended therapy for a
child victim of sexual abuse. "Help" is
clothes and school supplies for a child
who was removed from their home with
an urgency that did not allow time to pack
an overnight bag. 

"Help" is a bed to quickly outfit a fos-
ter home to take an additional child in
immediate need. "Help" is providing
sports equipment and league fees for a
child in foster care, who otherwise would
be unable to participate. Help can be just
about anything that aids a child in heal-
ing, that supports their dignity and self-
esteem, and makes them feel as valued
as the other children around them.

We all know that this kind of
"help" is not free. It takes

a great amount of time,
money, energy, and
collaboration between
many agencies to
accomplish these
things.

With one paid staff member, the FCJC
relies on a working board, a dedicated
team of volunteers and a mountain of
generosity from donors to provide this
help.

We keep our overhead low to keep as
much money as possible flowing directly
to the children in need. Last year, that
translated to 74 cents of every dollar
going to enhance a child's life. We also
created and support projects to prevent
abuse and neglect so that, in time, there
will be fewer children who need our help.

In fiscal 2016-17, the Friends of the
Children's Justice Center:

• distributed over $150,000 in direct
assistance to 687 children in need 

• Supported multiple much needed train-
ings for agencies in prevention of child
abuse and neglect.

• created a film on the importance of
mandated reporting for 1st responders. 

• provided over 2,700 Christmas gifts to
children in need 

• launched our "Journey to New
Beginnings" project by working with high
risk teens and receiving   multiple disclo-
sures of abuse

• produced and distributed our annual
prevention insert in the Maui News reach-
ing over 20,000 people

• received an award from Governor Ige
for our commitment to prevent violence
and sexual assault in our community.

By giving to the Friends today, you
are investing in Maui County's most vul-
nerable children. Your donation shows
that their lives and futures matter. 

We greatly appreciate your continued
support of this important work.

Mahalo,
Paul Tonnessen Executive Director
Sheila Haynes Board President
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From all of us at the Friends of
the Children's Justice Center, we
want to extend a big "MAHALO" to
our community for coming out to
support us at our "Hoe Down for
Hope" event held at the King
Kamehameha Golf Club on
September 29th. 

Please know how much we appre-
ciate your support and generosity.
You embody the true meaning of giv-
ing.  This year we raised a record

$80,000+ to provide for the children we
serve. 

A special Mahalo to Kris Kristofferson
for making a difference in the lives of the
children of abuse and neglect in Maui
County. 

Mahalo for sharing your time and
amazing talent with us. Mahalo as well to
the Molokai graduates of the Journey to
New Beginnings program. Their participa-
tion in the event and the stories they
shared about their lives were an inspira-
tion to us all.

The Journey to New Beginnings is
a program we initiated in 2013 to
reach out to youth who are acting out
because of the trauma of abuse.
These kids are brought to our atten-
tion because they are in some form
of "trouble." Unfortunately, a puni-
tive approach is typically the first
one taken. These kids end up in
trouble because they are unable to
process the ugliness of what goes
on at home. Home then becomes
even uglier as they get into more
and more trouble. Without inter-
vention, the cycle continues and
these kids often become high risk
teens and then adult offenders.
We want to break that cycle by
providing an "off ramp" for these
kids. We favor a holistic
approach over a punitive one, we
also favor being proactive rather
than reactive, especially when it
comes to this fragile population.
Our goal is to teach kids to
process the effects of trauma in
healthy ways, so they can avoid
getting in trouble in the first
place. 

Our most recent program was held on
Molokai in March, 2017.  Eight youth,
identified by Molokai social service
providers as being at risk, were invited to
participate in this 2-day program. The
goal was to empower these children to
understand why they are acting out, and
to learn to make better choices for their
future.  Just knowing that someone cared
about them was a huge relief for these
kids, most of whom lack parental involve-
ment, or have parents who are otherwise
unable to properly care for them because
of substance abuse or mental health
issues. Through local mentors, the con-
cepts of Wisdom, Compassion, Courage
and Discipline were explored in depth.
During the program, each youth was
matched with a dedicated mentor as a
role model. These relationships continue

today as they meet monthly with their
mentors and have been consistent with
their commitment. This is exactly the out-
come that we are trying to achieve by
empowering these at risk youth. 

Because of a high level of trust during
the program, numerous participants came
forward to disclose past or active sexual,
physical, or emotional abuse. Breaking
down the barrier of their secret allowed
them to begin the healing process and
move forward into a much more produc-
tive life. The photo of these painted
masks illustrates this concept in a simple
way. The kids were asked to paint the
mask they have been wearing to hide the
pain of past or current abuse and put it all
out there for everyone to see so they can
move forward. 

Friends Yearly Update

Mahalo for your Support of 
our Journey to New Beginnings



Fiscal Expenses 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

Fiscal Income 
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

Total Income 
$347,572.12

Total Expenses 
$344,854.34

Who are 
the Friends  

The Friends of the
Children’s Justice Center
of Maui (FCJC) is a pri-
vate, non-profit corporation,
founded in 1989 by a non-
partisan group of community
and business leaders con-
cerned with the social welfare
of children and families who
have been traumatized by
abuse and severe neglect.  
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Basic Needs: About a third of the requests we fund are for basic needs like clothing and beds. Why beds? 
Foster homes must have one bed per child, and we don't want to see any child turned away from a great home.
We rely on the generosity of our donors to meet these vast and growing needs because the funds we receive
through Foundations are restricted to other areas.

Educational Needs: We provide money for tutoring, GED preparation, partial school tuition, school fees, uniforms,
backpacks and supplies to hundreds of children in need.

Medical Needs: Includes requests for medical and dental care, therapy, therapy support, medication, orthodontics
and new glasses to name just a few items. 

Self Esteem/Character Building/Enrichment: This area includes any activity you can imagine that allows a 
child to have an experience that most children take for granted, like playing a team sport, taking horse riding les-
sons, participating in a  robotics class, learning to play an instrument, taking swim lessons, or attending art or
dance classes.

Transportation: Sometimes just getting there can be a hurdle. We help by providing funds for transportation for
family reunification, medical visits, sports activities, hobbies, and to the Boys and Girls Club. We also provide funds
for emergencies like airfare to extricate a child from a dangerous situation. We also supply transportation for a
caregiver to accompany a child to the CJC for an interview from Lanai, Molokai or even Hana.

Holiday Gifts: During the Holiday season, the FCJC contacts all of the agencies in Maui County who work with
abused and neglected children. Our goal is to ensure that every child needing gifts wakes up to at least one on
Christmas morning, or during Hanukkah.

Birthday Gifts: Requests can also be made for Birthday Gifts. We want the children we serve to feel important on
their special day and to know that someone cares.

Funding: The FCJC receives donations from individual members of our community, both residents and visitors.
Additionally, many local businesses offer financial support. We also receive funds from • Bradley & Victoria Geist
Foundation: (Through the Hawaii Community Foundation) • Teresa Hughes Trust: (Through Bank of Hawaii).

Prevention: Prevention: The FCJC in involved in several prevention projects, including our "Journey to New
Beginnings" launched in March on Molokai, anti-bullying and Shaken Baby Syndrome.  Additionally, we produce a
newsletter twice a year and a 20-page prevention supplement in the Maui News during April each year. For more
information, contact the FCJC at 986-8634 or email: paul@mauicjc.org

Santa $10,000 and Above

Rescuer $5,000 to $9,999

Healer $3,000 to $4,999

Protector $1,000 to $2,999

Mentor $500 to $999

Advocate $250 to $499

Friend Gifts up to $249

Please help the Friends help abused neglected children

Donate Online
www.MauiCJC.org

Mail Checks to:
Friends of the Children’s Justice Center of Maui

1773 A Wili Pa Loop

Wailuku, HI 96793

For credit card donation by phone call: 808-986-8634


